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Why 
Service-
Learning  



The Belle Glade Campus and Community 



• Rural community in Western Palm Beach County (19,000 in 2016) 

• Seasonal employment and high unemployment rates (actual rate is 
around 40%; US Sugar and agriculture are two most prominent job 
sources) 

• 36% poverty rate 

• Per capita income between 2012-2016: $13,321 

• Ethnically diverse (29% of population foreign born) 



Rationale  

• Community Service: Engage with and understand the community  

• Expose students to resources that they or their families or others they know may 
need  

• Career exploration/opportunities  

• Meet course learning outcomes  

• Align with College vision: We envision a College of diverse, active learners engaged 
in intellectual, social and personal growth that enriches and transforms our 
community. 

• Integrate technology   

 



Learning Outcomes 

Compose Compose essays/prose that demonstrate understanding of the subject and 
employ rhetorical techniques appropriately. 

Compose Compose nonfictional prose with a degree of formality appropriate to its subject, 
audience, and purpose. 

Analyze Analyze prose to determine its subject, audience, style, tone and purpose.  



Class Information    

Communications: Develop effective reading, writing, speaking, listening, and nonverbal 
communication skills for a variety of audiences Develop 

Global awareness: Exhibit a sense of community and be sensitive to cultural and global 
diversity; exercise civic responsibility; give service to others; and respect and care for 
our natural environment. 

Exhibit 

Critical thinking: Evaluate arguments; separate fact and opinion; recognize points of 
view; understand implications and consequences, and acknowledge diverse values. Evaluate 

Technology and information literacy: Use printed materials, personal communication, 
observation, and technological applications to find evaluate organize, and present 
information in order to achieve educational and professional success. 

Use 

Ethics: Demonstrate a responsibility for personal, social, professional, educational and 
natural environments and make informed decisions based on those responsibilities. Demonstrate 
Personal development: Develop an ability to understand and manage self, adapt to 
change, enhance wellness, learn effectively, establish a framework for aesthetic 
responsiveness, and set personal and professional goals. 

Develop 



Planning the Project  

Consider 
Timeline 

Identify and 
Reach out to 
Organizations  

Schedule 
Visits 





The Project  

1 

Grouping 
and 
Guidelines  

2 

Infographics 
  

Infographic Examples 

3 

Judging 
and Rubric 

4 

Prize  Reflection 

Shark Tank Pitch 

https://www.google.com/search?q=infographics&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwielOmZwp7aAhXict8KHbIbB5gQsAQIJg&biw=1920&bih=985
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5iKitGJeAZ4


Success Stories  



Barriers  

Students and Time Management 

Lost Class Time 

Requiring Service Learning Project 
without Designation on Course 
Description 



Recommendations for Implementation  

• Plan ahead 

• Tell students on the first day of class 

• Ask students for their input  

• Set benchmarks dates for students  

• Guarantee volunteers for the organizations you invite into the 
classroom 

• Provide email templates  

 

 



  

Open Discussion and Sharing Ideas  
 



My Information  

Carrie Thompson  

Professor of English  

Palm Beach State College 

thompsca@palmbeachstate.edu 

561-993-1152 

mailto:thompsca@palmbeachstate.edu


Links for demographic resources  

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/bellegladecityflorida/PS
T045216  

https://datausa.io/profile/geo/belle-glade-fl/#demographics  
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